
I’m a self-described history geek who irst became interested in CWC because of our strong ties to 
the East Bay literary movement in the irst decade of the 20th century: Jack London, Joaquin Miller, 
Ina Coolbrith, and that whole crowd. My fascination with our history and heritage, our legend and 
lore, has been a major factor in keeping my enthusiasm alive for this organization.

So you can imagine my delight when, quite out of the blue, I received an email from one Wayne Smith 
of Hereford, Arizona. His wife had found a CWC poetry anthology from 1931 at a garage sale, and 
would we be interested in having it? For free? Of course I said, “Yes, and thank you!”

TheThe 68-page book arrived a few days later. Even more intriguing to me than the book itself was a 
typewritten note from I’m guessing the same era, explaining that the poems had been selected by 
“eastern critics” from a ield of around 300.  The note-writer, identiied only as “ER,” went on to say, 
“Please don’t pass this around. After all, one has to be in the mood for this type of poetry and the 
work-a-day bread-and-butter atmosphere is very intolerant. A time and place for everything and all 
that!” What was that all about, I wonder? A mystery lost in the depths of history, I suppose.

If you haven’t checked your mailbox in the past week or so, give it a peek. You should ind the 2018 
CWC Literary Review waiting inside for your reading enjoyment! The magazines were mailed from 
the main San Jose post ofice on July 2, and even with the unpredictability of bulk mail, from what I 
hear the publication has arrived at even the northernmost and southernmost outposts of our state. 

AA tip of the presidential tiara to Managing Editor Elisabeth Tuck (Mt. Diablo), Editor Scott Evans 
(San Joaquin Valley), Cover Designer Mike Latta (Central Coast), Graphic Designer Rusty LaGrange 
(High Desert) and all the others who helped, either by reading and scoring the submissions, assisting 
with intake, proofreading, or other necessary tasks in an undertaking such as this.

II encourage all the branch presidents to make a big deal out of your members who were selected for 
publication. Give them a shout-out at your next meeting and recognition in the branch newsletter 
and on your website and social media. Approximately 200 works were submitted and only 36 were 
chosen to be published, so it is truly an honor to be included, a recognition of literary excellence. 

‘One Has to Be in the Mood for This Type of Poetry’

MRMS Updates: It’s That Time of Year Again

While we’re on membership-related issues, I have another plea to put out there—we really must ind a permanent state Membership Chair.  Dave 
George (Mt. Diablo) is holding the post for the moment, but only on an interim basis. He promises that the job isn’t that dificult or time-
consuming. If you’d like to explore this volunteer position, contact Dave at membership@calwriters.org. 

You’ve held your annual election of oficers and possibily 
appointed new committee chairs. Just one more task 
before you’re set for 2018-19. Please don’t forget to 
update your branch’s listings in MRMS. Madame 
President, for one, really depends on those handy Peer 
Lists to keep in touch with the branches, and old 
information defeats the purpose.. The continued 
well-being of our club depends on this database.well-being of our club depends on this database.

The 2018 Lit Review Has Arrived!


