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vitars to do just that

Frat t||o

Fear of English Grammar

"' ** Holding You Back?

POINT OF VIEW i Eve Visconti (SF Peninsula)
ow would you like it if people nitpicked the way you talked? |
don't think you'd like it very much. You aren't expecting people
to correct your grammar, your choice of words, or your sentence
structure, are you? Probably not.

As a writing tutor and coach, and a writer myself, | have discovered why
most people hate to write. It all starts in English class at a very early
age. Teachers want to make better writers and in so doing, they stifle
the very messages that people are struggling to express. Teachers don't
get that it is the message that is paramount. Grammar can wait!

-Writing is simply another way of talking and is deeply

gnersonal. When someone critiques our writing, they
are supposed to help us clarify our message.  When
what we have written is examined under a grammar-
ian's microscope, one reaction is, "Well just forget

dgt. You're not interested in what | have to say!"

?V\éekare writing for publication, we have copy edi-

-- correct our grammar, spelling, punctuation, and re
-work our material based on word choice if we're talking about literary
style.

Constructive criticism entails examining how to get the message across
better in order to bring out the best in the author's personal expres-

sion.

continued on




Presidentu Meeting the Author of the
Corner

) Best Writing Book Ever
by Joyce Krieg

Anne L aBnortd Ot'yanBi rodut i n 1994, right about the
ous about writing a novel. | 6d al ways wanted t
nose in the fiLittle Housed books in fourith gr a
sheer cockiness. Afpkusalfbarbddaspenygy awdetgnt
ten word: newspapers, radio, public reldtions.
in nine months or so, a I|little pol i shfiinggur d and
deals, national tour, Oprah é

Troubl e was, I never could get mysellff past

Then | stumbled across Anne Lamottbds| cl ass
| i Bier. d bpyr oBvierdd t o be a | ifeline of wisdom and ¢
ed it the most.

To this day, I have vivibdyemgmbrhasdbhackoehdwdt bhp F nvi
an autumn day in 1994 at a book festival at the ol|d Conc
reason, the odd title and random pictures of birds/ on th
Maybe it was the subtitle: fASome Instructions on Writing

I nside those 239 pages, | discovered one revelation
writing fiction and |iving the writer oéBiddflRys Hitred mosnt ¢
cept of a crappy first draft. Okay, fAcrappyo isnb6t| the e
had me drinking i malwdarmmgwerldscilri,ike a | ife

Except the very | ast, where Ms. Lam he
She did her best to convince me that pu an
for the goal of fame and fortune woul d ter
Afgaining the world and | osing your soul

Easyheétoda say, | thought at thedltdlinie. B A
exception. | would get published, dammi§ e
as delicious and nourishing as |1 6d hope Un
that .

That was nearly a quarter century a e,
though it took nine years and not nine a
full circle, I had the chance this Janu Ann
in Carmel. She turned out to be just as y h
comes across on the page, just I|like | h .

Afterwards, | stood in |ine, giddy & a .1 a o |
l oved ®Bopy &fy tBiergpages now brawrkeed arhd @t#@% ,'djdu:e A Cd 'é
| 6d found at the book fair so | ong ago.%eﬂy awaits Anne

I just wish theredd been time to chata,rmseoI Iapcpceflrdantceel
everything. Even about publication. o

Sur e, getting published is a wonderful thing The da
rived on my doorstedurcdan a@hftmdingee mape ®fh t he cover i s o0
most exciting thing thatds ever happened to me.

And yet ¢é the high lasts only for so long. And|then |
tain yourself with-atfhatr miyndgh epddeoociessisand | bi tgdahdcyjeati pba
orlds out of nothing but pen, paper, and i maginat|i on.

Just |li ke I'dm doing right now.




Guest Editorial a

In Our Cosmic Eyes

Recentl vy, | attended a party at Ch

the end of the evening, we were in

I ng taken up al most entirely by an

| adde staircase |l ed to a short <ca

| ook through the | ens and |ouuntg tgoa | a

The resident astronomist i mparted, "This 1 s wha
¥vhe:1 Nezri‘nde:thals Illooked up at the Sﬁs‘al@leﬁtz‘erplentn C
© & &6 9 U CRA R SF/Peninsula

So, we were time traveling, were wWe? Earlier in
tube for a 23 & Me DNA test. Among other things
slightly |IMesasndératnhadl% |t turns out every Homo
ing my family, including you, has |a smal/l perce
t hBNA as part -upf. our make

| | ooked through the | ens for my rjlequi site mint
hind me. The stars themselves appeared ordinary
the Neanderthals | ooking up, waitijlng for that |
tiny part of me that was connected with them wa
those milbheprniumhe stars were far |away, but | " v
to my Neasnedefr.t hal

We are all connected in more ways |[than we Kknow.
sory data are stored in us in ways we can't und
what we wi || unearth whe we begin to put our i
draw into our wor k. Some peopl e talk of a coll e
of memory and information we all sshare. When we
things coalesce into a new thing, |a combinati on
i ned, but always tracing the |light of who we we
We don't always know from where our inspiration
know what it wild]l become or how we might coll ahb
new. That is the beauty of writing and creating
coal escing around i mages, wisps off memory, then
Let's keep reaching up for the stars, celebrate
writing community, and wel come the one to come
Lisa Meltzer Penn, President
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For this year, the focus will be on the craft of writ@ting
sight, and personal goals as you strive to reach quallity
drives you forward. Thanx. ~~ The Editor

Tri -Valley

Wor kshops

TrMal l ey Writers was pleased to present two workshops.
mate With Your Characters: Master oint of View for D
tanl ock the essentials of each point of view (POV). R

=]
n

ot her key cues t o deetveeranmhi nceh awl
|[POV is right for each project
recogni zaoghwhenare POV jumpi
correct this), and the secret
ment .
Jordan Rosenfeld, workshop
OQur January AWinterfestodo meet
members. This year our Winter
AWor kshop " |l a Carte, 0 i ntomhi
di scussions on a variety of t
l ish our fourth anthology thi
designed to help writers crea
anthologies as wel |l as contes
and submission to online and

TVW Partners Program

TrMal l ey Writers has | aunched a new program this year

bers to be a o60first contactdé person for

emai | or call a new member, gi ve-VtaH d m yi

and its benefits, and be available to a
finding their way around the branch

Lending Library
Each month ouUWNr ineewsalreotutnedr fitehae u\Vf alsl esyever
Lending Library They are made avail abl
dent, Connie Hanstedt, maintains the 1 I n
the full collection (34 books and two DVDs) readily a°
Pull Up a Chair and Write
This winter we -bepgwni aingwpdogpam called AP
are held twice weekly, Wednesday afternoons
focus of the sessions is writing, rather th
cuss their projects or get to know each ?”h
~~ Patricia
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Branch News continues

Central Coast

CCWos | mpact I n Monterey County and Beyond
by Leslie Pati o

Did you know that Central Coast Writers is involved w
On January 11, nineteen members wrapped up two weeks
tional Scholastic Art and Writing Awards. Their commi:
hel ps us fund great speakers for meeting and wor kshop:
cember holiday party and mor e.
I n spite of colds, flu, family emergencies and other
deadl ine. Dennis Hamilton even finished his panels an
unexpected complication.
Qur thanks to the 2017 Scholastic judges: Clarissa Col
Hamilton, Evelyn Hel minen, Ken Hol den, Ned Huston, Ke
Spiselman), Liz Kendall, James Lake, Leslie Pati Yo, S
CCW Short Story Contest
Work for the CCW Short Story Cont ¢ |
in Monterey County began in Novemj na:
ners attending our April meeting. ai
the contest has gone out to alll M |h
teachers. During the month of Feb d )
single short story based on this |t
Leffler.
I n March, a CCW commlttgegoly\gl L brA/ed gL pggftarl
over three rounds, finally selecting 1st,
pl ace winners and three Honorable Mention:
This contest is the result of our club me]
able to again offer a total of $750 in pri
awards to three teachers chosen by each o1
Bessie Nicol ai de s, Everett Al varez High S
il am completely overjoyed to receive thi:
my writing with such an amazing group of people. This
my confidence in my writing and p®&i0tli7rv &lnyd iphpaet evd nm
| ai des, Everett Alvarez High School

For more information about the 2018 cS‘ehnotrrtaISctooarsytV\Gomtteer




